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section of the Muslim masses more susceptible to later
communalist propaganda than they might otherwise have
been.
The Mutiny, like the political jihads of the u U?ahhdbls'\
emphasized the Muslim community of India as a religio-
political unit; but at the same time emphasized co-opera-
tion between that community and the Hindus in face of a
common enemy.
Muslim communalist feeling in modern times cannot be
discussed intelligently unless the class divisions of Indian
society as well as its communal divisions are kept firmly in
mind.
All competent observers agree that the British govern-
ment singled out the Muslim community for deliberate
repression for the first decade or so after the Mutiny.
What they mean is that the government repressed the
Muslim upper classes, and the sections from which the
middle classes would have been drawn. (The peasants were
and always have been repressed; no new policy was devised
for them, and their treatment was quite indistinguishable
from that meted out to any other peasants, Hindu or
whatever.) The British policy was based on the grounds
that the Muslim upper classes had been primarily responsi-
ble for the Mutiny, attempting to rehabilitate their Mughal
Empire. As early as 1843, a governor-general had given the
warning to London, and suggested the use of communalism
to preserve imperialist rule : " I cannot close my eyes to the
belief that that race (Mahommedans) is fundamentally hostile
to us and our true policy is to reconciliate the Hindus1'6.
The Mutiny was barely quelled before the governor of
Bombay was saying, " Divide et impera was the old Roman
motto, and it should be ours"6. The policy, though perhaps
not the motto, was adopted; and as another British official
later said, "During and for long after the Mutiny, the
Mohammedans were under a cloud. To them were at-
tributed all the horrors and calamities of that terrible time"7.
A fairly full and very convincing indictment of the govern-
ment policy was presented by another British official,